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Colby’s description pif the 
mail program "Was first pro- 
vided to President, Ford, in a; 
private,six-page letter last De-j 
cember when the CIA’s do-l 
mestie spying activities first \ 
became controversial. / , That, 
letter was, made public Tues- 
day evening. >vvV>: 

Colby told the President 
that the CIA . had been se- 
cretly opening first-class mail 
in order to obtain intelligence 
data on Communist countries. 
“This prograhi Was initiated in 
1S53,” Colby wrote, “and from 
its inception wae fliUy. coordi- 
nated with the FBI, which re- 
ceived much of its product.” '■ 

The investigation Of ClA dp- 
mesticvactivities by the presi- 
dential commission chaired by 
Vice President ftockefeller 
reached a differefit conclusion 
about the CIA’s coordination 
with the FBI. The Rockefeller 
I report • said the • CIA had 
avoided telling the FBI about 

See REPORT, A8, Col. U, , 


W A1 

the program and did not in- 
form it until five years later. 

“In* Jahurary, 1958,” the 
Rockefeller report said, “the 
FBI approached the Post Of- 
fice Department for the pur- 
pose of instituting similar cov- 
erage of mail to and from the 
Soviet tJnio,n. Tlie Post Office 
Department brought the bn- 
reau’s' request to the agency’s 
attention, and shortly there- 
after OIA representatives told 
the FBf of the agency’s on-go- 
ing ihiill project 
“Up to that time, the CIA 
had avoided telling the FBI of 
the maU project^and no ma- 
terials derived from the pro- 
ject were disseminated to the 


FBI.” - 

In general, Colby’s six-page 
letter plus 58 pages of at- 
tached, memoranda did not al- 
' , ter the general outlines of CIA 
domestic spying as it has be- 
come known in recent months. I 
The abrupt release of the ! 
secret' documents was ap- 
parently related to a lawsuit 
brought by Morton Halperin 
of the; Center for National 
Seci^ty Studies to obtain 
public access to the report* 
Halperin’s lawyer was sche- 
difled 'to take a deposition 
yesterday from a CIA official, 
Charles Briggs^ and was 
provided a copy of the Colby 
report in order' to conduct the 
questioning. 

. Halperin, a former staff ‘ 
member of the National Secu- 
rity Council, said yesterday 
Colb^s December letter to the 
President “is a cover-up, just 
an absolute cover-up compared 
to his January report and 
[compared] to the RoekefeUer 
report-; and to the CIA’s in- 
ternal, study of domestic 'acti-- 
vities.”' 

The latter report Halperin 
was referring to is a volumin- 
ous report produced by the 
CIA inspector general in 1973, 
which went into tiie details 
of What individual CIA offic- 
ers^ had reported as improper 
activities within the agency, 
including plans to assassinate' 
several foreign leaders in the 
early 19ffl)s. That Inspector 
general’s report has not been 
made pubUc, but Halperin has 
pending a formal request for 
it under, the Freedom of In- 
formation Act 
Halperin said the CIA has 
proi^ed to make available 
portions of the inspector gen- 
eral’s report as they are de- 
classhSed, but so far he has 
not received any of the mate- 
rial He intends to file another 
lawsuit if the material isn’t 
made public he said. 

The Colby report assured 
President Ford that the CIA 
was 'not conducting the 
“m^sive” domestic spying' 
which lit was accused of in a 
New York Times article last 
Dec^ber. However, Colby 
went' on to describe a volumi- 
nous system for secretly col- 
lecting data on American citi- 
sens involved in asrident po-i 
litical groups; w , 

The CIA . surveillance, in- 
tended’ to determine whether 
any foreign adversaries were 
secretly directing antiwar agi- 
tation within ’ the ’ United 
States, was aimed at a broad 


target, according to the at- 
tached memos. 

The CIA documents also re- 
vealed for the first time that 
when the intelligence agency 
built its headquarters in sub- 
ubran McLean, Va., in the 


early 1960s, the agency paidi 
construction workers to pro-' 
tect them against anyone 
planting electronic eavesdrop- 
ping devices in building. 

Colby’s letter told the Presi- 
dent the agency’s domestic 


activities included developing 
“paid informants among 000 -“- 
struction workers at the time, 
of construction of the agency 
btulding to protect against the 
placement of electronic taps 




